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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 272409 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, WB 

SUBJECT: NATO MINISTERIAL: COMMUNIQUE LANGUAGE ON 
BERLIN AND GERMANY 

REF: A.) STATE 271460 B.) BONN 18733 C.) BONN 18660 
D.) NATO 6226 

1. DEPARTMENT HAS NO OBJECTION TO PROVIDING FULL TEXT OF 
BERLIN AND GERMANY LANGUAGE TO OTHER ALLIES, WITH CAVEAT 
THAT IT HAS BEEN AGREED AD REFERENDUM, PENDING FINAL 
APPROVAL IN BRUSSELS. SINCE QUADRIPARTITE MINISTERIAL 
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HAS BEEN COMPLETED, IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO REFER TO 
FINAL APPROVAL BY MINISTERS AS SUGGESTED IN PARA 3 OF REF 
(B). IT WAS FOR THIS REASON THAT DEPARTMENT SUGGESTED 
REFERENCE TO NEED FOR APPROVAL BY QUOTE SENIOR OFFICIALS 
UNQUOTE (PARA 3, REF (A)). 

2. FOUR POWER REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF BERLIN AND GERMANY 
LANGUAGE IN BRUSSELS IS PRINCIPLE WHICH DEPARTMENT WISHES 
TO MAINTAIN. OUR GOAL IS NOT TO GIVE ARTIFICIAL 
SUBSTANCE TO QUADRIPARTITE GATHERINGS IN BRUSSELS, BUT 
RATHER TO PROTECT THE PRIMACY OF THE BONN GROUP MEMBERS IN 

FORMULATION OF WESTERN POLICY ON GERMANY AND BERLIN. 

WERE THE COMMUNIQUE LANGUAGE TO BE OPENED TO GENERAL 
COMMENT IN THE ALLIANCE, THE POTENTIAL FOR DISAGREEMENT 
AND EVEN CONFLICT WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE. BONN GROUP 
COUNTRIES HAVE TAKEN PAINS IN THE PAST TO BRIEF OTHER 
NATO MEMBERS FULLY ON BERLIN AND GERMANY ISSUES AND WE 
HOPE THIS PRACTICE WILL CONTINUE. BUT WE CANNOT AGREE 
THAT LANGUAGE ON BERLIN AND GERMAN POLICY SHOULD BE A 
MATTER FOR OPEN NEGOTIATION IN THE SAME MANNER AS OTHER 
PARTS OF THE COMMUNIQUE. 

3. FOR THIS REASON, WE STRONGLY SUPPORT THE IDEA THAT A 
BRIEFING BE PROVIDED TO OTHER ALLIES ON BERLIN (REF (C)). 

GIVEN THE FULL SCHEDULE DURING MINISTERIAL, WE AGREE THIS 
BRIEFING SHOULD BE PROVIDED TO THE NAC. KISSINGER 
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